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dress Charles received them cordially, and, after
some hesitation, in flagrant violation of the Treaty
of Bretigni, cited the Black Prince to appear before
the Royal Court as a vassal, under pain of forfeiture.
The natural refusal of the viceroy to clo so was the
signal for the renewal of war (1369).

The policy of France was now conducted on much
more rational lines. Charles was a statesman and
not a warrior ; he despised that thirst for military
glory which had been so fatal to Philip and John, and
he forbade his generals to fight any pitched battles.
In place of this, the French availed themselves of
the friendly feelings of the people. Poitou was quickly
recovered, and Brittany, where the English party
had triumphed, changed sides and expelled Montfort.
In vain did the Knglish make raids into France,
unable to force a battle and harried throughout their
marches, they suffered severely but accomplished
nothing useful, and their cause everywhere declined.
At last the important city of Limoges opened its
gates to the French, and the Black Prince, who had
hitherto unwillingly remained a passive spectator of
the disasters of his country, arose from his bed of
sickness and made one last effort to save the fruits
of his earlier victories. Borne on a litter at the head
of his army, he reached Limoges, and took that city
by storm (1370). But its capture was disastrous
to England and disgraceful to the Black Prince.
Irritated by the wholesale treachery around him
and by his own sickness, he ordered the total
massacre of the citizens, and his last victory was
Stained with the blood of helpless women and